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Pacers Sports & Entertainment vice chairman Jim Morris, from wa aaa Mayor Joe Hogsett, Pacers president Kevin Pritchard, NBA commissioner Adam Silver, 


Pacers consultant Larry Bird, Pacers owner Herb Simon, Gov. Eric Holcomb and PS&E president & COO Rick Fuson attended the all-star event. MATT KRYGER/INDYSTAR 


INDIANAPOLIS WINS 2021 
NBA ALL-STAR GAME 


Former star Larry Bird looks back on 1985, and driving the winning bid forward 


Pacers Insider 
Clifton Brown 
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Larry Bird may never climb inside an Indy 
car again. However, Bird was willing to do 
anything, well almost anything, to help the In- 
diana Pacers make their successful bid to host 
the 2021 NBA All-Star game. 


Back in April, Bird delivered the city’s bid to 
NBA Commissioner Adam Silver in unique 


Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


ver delivered the game to Indianapolis on 
Wednesday, making the official announce- 
ment during a news conference at Bankers 
Life Fieldhouse. 

Bird said he was ecstatic the game would 
return to Indianapolis for the first time since 
1985, when Bird played in the game as amem- 
ber of the Boston Celtics. 

“Back in 1985, there wasn’t nearly as much 
to it,’ said Bird, now a consultant with the 
Pacers front office, after his tenure as both a 
general manager and a coach. “Now, the All- 


“This city has come a 
long way in the last 30 
years. I’m very proud 
of it. I know a lot of 


residents are, too.” 
Larry Bird 


style — driving an Indy car in Manhattan. Sil- 


See BROWN, Page 5A 


On Indianapolis submitting the winning bid to host the 


2021 NBA All-Star game. 


Grundy case helps explain 
Indy’s rise in violence 


Tim Evans and Ryan Martin 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


EDITOR’S NOTE: This article con- 
tains graphic descriptions of violence. 
The reporting is based on interviews, 
social media and Internet postings, 
public records, and hundreds of pages 
of court documents. None of the kill- 
ings described in this article resulted 
in murder convictions. 


hen police swooped in to bust a 

crack house on Ewing Street in 
2007, neighbors came out of their homes 
to watch. 


But those gathered on porches and 
sidewalks didn’t just gawk. Some ap- 
plauded. Others cheered. 

One man explained the reaction this 
way: “The drug problem ... lets just say it 
can get out of control around here at 
times.” 

Among the six men led out of that 
crack house in handcuffs was 18-year-old 
Richard Grundy III, whose life over the 
next decade would become emblematic 
of the city’s failure to rein in the mayhem 
thousands of Hoosiers face on Indy’s 
meanest streets. 

As the city’s drug problem surged in 
2015, Grundy and 10 others were charged 


See VIOLENCE, Page 10A 


Upcoming legislative 
session could be wild 


Tony Cook and Kaitlin L. Lange 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


The upcoming edition of the Indiana 
General Assembly could be a wild one ifa 
legislative preview on Wednesday is any 
sign of what to expect. 

During one panel discussion, House 
Speaker Brian Bosma quarreled with Rep. 
Linda Lawson over a proposal to repeal 
Indiana’s handgun carry permitting re- 
quirement. 

In another room, Hammond Mayor 
Thomas McDermott accused Attorney 
General Curtis Hill of grandstanding on 
marijuana issues. 

And during a discussion of the state’s 


alcohol laws, Sen. Ron Alting and alcohol 
reform commission chairwoman Beverly 
Gard quibbled over whether the state’s li- 
quor store industry has a monopoly on 
cold beer. 

With no central issue to focus the at- 
tention of lawmakers, a number of sim- 
mering hot-button topics are poised to 
dominate the 2018 legislative session 
when it convenes in January. 

Hardline conservatives already are at- 
tacking Bosma for not supporting a total 
ban on abortion, even posting negative 
comments about him on a social media 
memorial page for his recently deceased 
mother. 


See SESSION, Page 9A 
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President Donald Trump reports that a 
tax deal is ready to go forward. 1B 
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Indianapolis/Castleton Greenwood 


317-865-1166 812-378-9906 812-323-7200 260-451-2080 
Columbus 
*30 Year conventional loans based on $150,000 loan amount, 75% LTV. Principal and Interest payments of $716.12. 15 Year conventional loans based on $150,000 loan amount, 75% LTV. Principal and Interest payment of $1,163.14. 


Officer, suspect wounded 


Police exchange gunfire with man while 
serving a warrant on east side. 3A 


High 32 X Low 19° 


Weather 
Flurries. Forecast, 22A 
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